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AN ALL-STAR DESIGN TEAM BREAKS WITH TRADITION TO
CREATE A MODERN ART-FILLED HAVEN IN HOUSTON.

BY MIMI FAUCETT TRAHAN | PHOTOGRAPHY BY JULIE SOEFER







he mark of a ralented
design professional is often
not the duration of his or
her career, the caliber of
client or even the awards.
Rather, one might argue,
it’s in his or her ability and willingness to
take risks—rto step ourt of a comfort zone
and try something new. Such was the
case when local builder Allan Edwards, a
tried-and-true traditionalist, approached
the team at Newberry Architecture—a
historically traditional irm—to design an
8,000-square-foot ultramodern spec home
near Memorial Park in Houston—a decided
departure from each company’s portfolio.
“This type of architecture has become more
popular in the last five years,” says Edwards
of the clean-lined, minimalist style that
dots new builds in and ourside the Loop.
Not complete strangers to modernism, team
Newberry jumped at the opportunity to
collaborate with Edwards, with whom they
have worked often. Together, they came up
with a precise profile of their prospective
buyer—He has numerous automobiles! He
loves outdoor spacel—and gort busy.

“The house is definitely a play on shapes
and forms,” says Clint Johnson, principal at
Newberry—a description that’s obvious from
the street, with the structure’s cantilevered

Clockwise from top: Hunt
Slenem’s bunnies enliven
the dining room; the eat-in - ~ |
kitchen features a Julion : P S5
Chichester table, chairs e - - F'_—P‘ -
by Interlude Home and - - =

Arteriors bor stools: an

artful tone is set the minute

you enter the home,



office, including cne of Karen Hawkins
paper “tatems” and a transclucent

An eclectic mix of art and furnishings
piece by Udo Moger.

from Laura Rathe Fine Art fill the home
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Johnston's design was
art-forward, which is
reflected in the living
room, where a colarful
Hunt Slonem piece is
positioned above the
fireplace. Upholstered
Casa Italia chairs flank

a Gil Bruvel table.
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A Hudson Valley Lighting
chandelier hangs above o
modern Cantoni Trade bed in the
master bedroom. The upholstered
bench is also by Cantoni

Trade. The largest artwork is

by Meredith Pardue, and the
silverwork is from Poul Rousso,




master bathroom, skillfully de cora
by Johnston and designed by

Mewhberry Architecture.

B
| B - Hr
At pieces from U&:‘-" =r and Gil
3 i Bruvel find a perfect balance :

Benjamin Johnston was tapped to decorate the home inside and
out, and he started with the artwork. Above he stands in the dining
room with a stunning Hunt Slonem as his backdrop.

To the right, incredible art from Laura Rathe Fine Art continues in
the master closet, with works by Zhuang Hong i and Stallman
Studic. The side -lighted niche at the rear of the closet perfectly
highlights the sculptural psychedelic piece by Yi.
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The inviting outdoor space
includes furnishings by Dedon
and a Stark Carpet rug, along
with a Gary Beals s:ulptur?ﬁna:—‘
wall decor from Found. e

second floor and unornamented stucco facade. “There
are several rectangles represented in the home. How
the rectangles come rogether and meer with each other,
including heights and sizes, was something we brought
focus to during our creation process.” The seemingly
simple design elements of modern architecture can
yield cold, cavernous interiors, something this design
team cleverly combated: “We wanted to stay true to
[those elements] bur create a warm and inviting space,”
Newberry’s Gina Brown chimes in. They devised a
materials palette of textured tiles, soft blue and gray rones,
and mixed metals to achieve a more collected, lived-in feel.
With the framework in place, the team called on
local designer Benjamin Johnston of Benjamin Johnston
Design to work his magic on the interiors. “They really
needed the home to be softened and given personality,
texture and layers,” says Johnston. “It was my task to not
only give them those elements, but also do it in a way
that complemented the architecture.” His first step? Art.
Before considering furniture and accessories, he filled
the empry spaces with works by Hunt Slonem, Meredith
Pardue, Christy Lee Rogers, Udo Noger, Stallman Studio
and more. And without the constraints of a traditional
“client,” he says, “I got to handpick pieces that I wanted
for this home.” The furniture, too, functions as art, with
sculprural silhouettes from Holly Hunt, Cantoni Trade,
David Sutherland, Casa lralia and Kraver; unique vintage
finds; and painterly rugs from Stark Carpet. “From the

front, [the house] has this very austere appearance thar

feels perhaps a little unwelcoming,” Johnston explains,
“but as soon as you go through the gate, it opens up—it’s
really a jewel box.”

The outdoor spaces in particular were top priority
for the team, who brought on Oasis Landscape
Acrchitects to perfect a Japanese-inspired rock garden
and a roomy backyard with a pool. “We wanted to
have an enticing exterior environment that included
a pool, kitchenette and green space,” says Johnson.
“We also imagined [a buyer] who would greatly
utilize the outside space.” The pool was intentionally
kept close to the house to allow for more backyard;
and the designer enlisted pieces from Dedon 1o
surround the space, making it all the more inviting
for a potential homeowner. Floor-to-ceiling windows
were incorporated in the main living areas, blurring
the boundary between the interior and the impressive
exterior, and warming up the wide-open floor plan.
“What initially struck me abour the home was the
beautiful sense of light that comes through,” Johnston
says. “The house really embraced the landscape, from
the courtyard to the backyard.”

As you might imagine, the home sold immediately—
and with many of those pieces Johnston selected. The
buyers: a pair of empty nesters from Kingwood, who were
leaving a rraditional family home in search of a new life in
more modern digs. Match made. m

DESIGN
DETAILS

TYPE
Single-family home

LOCATION
Memorial Park

ARCHITECTURE
Newberry Architecture
newberryarchitecture.com

BUILDER
Allan Edwards
aedwards.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Benjamin Johnston Design
benjamin-johnston.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Qoasis Landscape Architects
olacinc.com

RESOURCES

CANTONI TRADE

Master bed and bench, dining room
table and chairs

cantonitrade.com

DAVID SUTHERLAND

Small tables in home office,
floor sculptures in living room
davidsutherlandshowrcem.com

DEDON
Qutdoor furniture
dedon.de

HOLLY HUNT

Chairs in home office, console
on stair landing, blue chair in
living room

hellyhunt.com

HOLLYWOOD BUILDERS
HARDWAR

Faucets and sinks
hollywoodhardware.com

HUDSON VALLEY LIGHTING
Light fixture on stairs, in master
and above dining table
hvlgroup.com

LAURA RATHE FINE ART
Artwork
laurarathe.com

RAM WINDOWS
Windows
ramwindows.com

STARK CARPET
Rugs
starkcarpet.com

THE SHADE STORE
Draperies
theshadestore.com

WESTERN WINDOW SYSTEMS
Exterior doors
westernwindowsystems.com
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